
The Twenty Third Psalm
(Study #7)

*

Introduction

1. Verse 4:  "Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me."

2. Again:  The sweetest little song that ever sounded on this earth.

3. The underlying emphasis in Verse 4:

(1) Our need of comfort
(2) From Genesis to II Thessalonians, "comfort" is recurrently 
(3) A classic example:

For 39 chapters, Isaiah pronounced woes, burdens, 
famine, pestilence, suffering, weeping, mourning, howling, 
death and sackcloth conditions upon the Israelite Nation.

Then, Chapter 40 opens with:  "Comfort ye, comfort ye 
my people, saith your God.  Speak ye comfortably to 
Jerusalem."

And 26 chapters of blessings, benedictions, promises, 
assurances and comforts flow from Isaiah's pen before his 
prophecy closes.

4. Four hundred years before Isaiah penned these words, David wrote:  
"Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me."

5. The Shepherd's rod and staff:

(1) The staff was a club-like weapon with which the shepherd 
defended the flock against lions, bears, wolves, jackals, hyenas 
and thieves.

(2) The rod was a pole with a crook at one end, which is also 
known as a shepherd's crook.
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6. In this study, the emphasis is placed on the comfort of the shepherd's rod 
and staff.

7. Many earthly things may:

(1) Attract our mental attention.
(2) Arrest our emotional interest.
(3) Allure our physical responses.
(4) Allay our deep-seated desires.
(5) Assuage our aching anxieties.
(6) Acquire our religious commitment.
(7) Appease our intellectual presumptions.

8. But only God can comfort our soul.

9. In comforting us, God uses many unlikely instruments; among them:  
His rod and his staff.

10. The Old Testament shepherd used his rod and staff in many different 
ways.

I.  To Restrain from Wandering

1. The background:

(1) David was a wanderer.
(2) Prior to writing this psalm, David had undoubtedly wandered 

away from God, invaded forbidden grounds, nibbled at forbidden 
things, been tenderly entreated, received the harsh 
application of God's rod, and had penitently returned to the 
Shepherd and the fold.

(3) David spoke from experience when he wrote:  "Thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me."

2. The shepherd sometimes used his rod to restrain a sheep from 
wandering.
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3. Sheep, by nature, are prone to wander:

(1) By running ahead of the shepherd.
(2) By lagging behind the flock.
(3) By foraging off to the right or left.
(4) By invading forbidden grounds.
(5) By nibbling at forbidden foods.

4. A wandering sheep is:

(1) A heart burden to the shepherd.
(2) A negative reflection on the shepherd.
(3) A negative example for other sheep.
(4) A disturber and divider of the flock.
(5) In a lonely and grievous position.
(6) In a dangerous position.
(7) An easy prey to ravaging animals and covetous thieves.

5. A wandering sheep must be restrained:

(1) For the sake of the shepherd.
(2) For the sake of the flock.
(3) For its own sake.
(4) By the tender and compassionate entreaties of the shepherd.
(5) Or:  By the harsh application of the shepherd's rod.

6. God's children, by nature, are prone to wander:

(1) By running ahead of God.
(2) By lagging behind fellow pilgrims.
(3) By foraging off to the right or left.
(4) By invading forbidden territories.
(5) By nibbling at forbidden things.
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7. Evidences of man's wandering nature:

(1) Adam, the first man, wandered away from God.
(2) Abraham, the faithful man, wandered away from God.
(3) Samson, the strong man, wandered away from God.
(4) Solomon, the wise man, wandered away from God.
(5) Saul, the tall and handsome man, wandered away from God.
(6) David, the "man after God's own heart," wandered away from 

God.
(7) Judas, the man personally chosen by Christ, wandered away 

from God.

8. A wandering child of God is:

(1) A heart burden to God.
(2) A negative reflection on God.
(3) A negative example for other believers.
(4) A disturber and divider of the church.
(5) In a lonely and grievous position.
(6) In a dangerous position.
(7) An easy prey to ravaging cults, sects, and false religions.

9. A wandering Child of God must be restrained:

(1) For the sake of our Good Shepherd.
(2) For the sake of others; the church.
(3) For his, or her, own sake.
(4) By tender and compassionate entreaties.
(5) Or:  By the harsh application of the Good Shepherd's rod.

10. This divine restraint points to the deep concern of God's heart and the 
glory of God's rod and staff.

II.  To Chastise and Correct

1. The shepherd used his rod to chastise and correct a rebellious and 
disobedient sheep.
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2. Two background truths:

(1) The Old Testament shepherd was sometimes forced to chastise 
and correct his disobedient sheep.

(2) God is sometimes forced to chastise and correct his 
disobedient children.

3. This, at first glance, appears to hold no comfort for sorrowing and 
suffering hearts.

4. Because chastisement:

(1) Is never welcome.
(2) Is never pleasant.
(3) Is always grievous.

5. The comfort comes from:

(1) Knowing that God is so deeply concerned about us.
(2) Knowing that God loves us enough to chastise and correct us.

6. How the Bible expresses it:

(1) Job 5:17.  "Happy is the man whom God correcteth; therefore 
despise not the chastening of the Almighty."

(2) Proverbs 3:11.  "Despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither 
grow weary of his correction."

(3) Psalm 94:12.  "Blessed is the man whom the Lord 
chasteneth."

(4) Hebrews 12:11.  "No chastening of the present seems joyous, but 
afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness."

(5) Revelation 3:19.  "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten."

7. Two self-evident truths:

(1) No gardener would lavish time and care upon a tree which, 
after repeated cultivation, had failed to bear fruit.
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(2) A master lapidary spends no time on common stones, but 
concentrates on rough diamonds; for what they might become.

8. Again, the Bible declares:

(1) "Whom the Lord loves, he chasteneth and scourgeth."  
(Heb. 2:6)

(2) "We are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the world."  (I Cor. 11:32)

9. In the school of chastisement:

(1) Some lessons must be learned.
(2) Some positives must be cultivated.
(3) Some negatives must be purged.
(4) Some changes must be made.

10. Responses to chastisement:

(1) Some:  Angrily, resentfully, and vociferously.
(2) Others:  Quietly, submissively, and thankfully.

11. How do you and I respond to God's chastening and correcting rod?

12. How David responded:  "Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me."

III.  To Rescue From Danger

1. The shepherd sometimes used his rod to rescue a sheep from danger.

2. The danger of:

(1) Running ahead.
(2) Lagging behind.
(3) Foraging off to the right or left.
(4) Wandering away from the flock.
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(5) Invading forbidden grounds.
(6) Nibbling forbidden foods.
(7) Ravaging wild animals.
(8) Violent weather.
(9) Swollen rivers and wadies.

        (10) Precipitous walls and potential rock slides.
        (11) Briers, brambles, and overhanging trees.
        (12) Concealed pits and grottos.

3. The danger of thieves and robbers:

(1) Thieves that would steal the sheep; especially the easy-to-
carry lambs.

(2) Robbers that would strip the shepherd of his food, water cruse, 
scrip, sling, sandals, clothing, rod and staff.

4. From the inevitable entrapments of these dangers, the shepherd would 
rescue the sheep.

5. Some examples of rescue:

(1) If a sheep wandered toward the haunt of wild animals, the 
shepherd used his rod to tap the sheep's head back toward the 
flock.

(2) If a wild animal threatened a sheep, the shepherd used his rod 
as a weapon of defense.

(3) If a sheep fell into a storm-swollen stream, the shepherd caught 
the sheep around the neck with the crook of his rod and 
rescued it.

6. The spiritual application:

(1) The ancient sheep faced many dangers.
(2) The modern children of God face many dangers.
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7. Some modern dangers:

(1) Dangers from without:  The world, the flesh, and the devil.
(2) Dangers from within:  Doubt, covetousness, greed, envy, 

hatred.

8. Two "thieves-and-robbers" truths:

(1) There were many thieves and robbers in those long-ago times.
(2) There are many thieves and robbers in our own times.

9. Thieves that would rob us:

(1) Of our money.
(2) Of our time.
(3) Of our faith.
(4) Of our compassion.
(5) Of our service.
(6) Of our hope.
(7) Of our health.
(8) Of our peace.

10. Some eternal dangers:

(1) Judgment:  "Whosoever is angry with his brother without a 
cause shall be in danger of the judgment."  (Mat. 5:22)

(2) Eternal damnation:  "He that shall blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost is in danger of eternal damnation."  (Mark 3:29)

(3) Hell fire:  "If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out; for it is better to 
live with only one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into 
hell fire."  (Mat. 18:9)

11. Our Good Shepherd:

(1) Is never unmindful of our dangers and needs.
(2) Is "a very present help in trouble."
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(3) Follows us to the wildernesses and forbidden grounds into 
which we have wandered.

(4) Tracks us into the dangerous canyons, rivers and pits into 
which we have fallen.

(5) In the midst of our dangers, "He hears our cry; sick and helpless 
and ready to die."

(6) Searches through the bloodstained briers, brambles and thorns 
until he has found us.

(7) Rescues us with the crook of his love, and carries us back to his 
fold.

(8) Joins with the angels in heaven and the redeemed on earth in 
a great-swelling chorus of rejoicing that he has found us.

(9) Stands sentinel through the remaining hours of the dark night.
         (10) Asks no recompense other than that we are safe.

12. More than 3000 years ago, David felt the deep emotions of the 
Shepherd's love, just as we feel them today.

13. And as an expression of his deep emotions, David penned these 
imperishable words:  "Thy rod and staff they comfort me."

IV.  To Number At Sunrise And Sunset

1. The shepherd used his rod to touch and number each sheep into the 
fields at sunrise, and into the fold at sunset.

2. The shepherd's day; sunrise to sunset:

(1) At sunrise, he stood at the door of the fold and counted the 
sheep as he turned them into the fields and pastures for the 
day.

(2) During every hour of the day the shepherd had to be alert, 
vigilant, watchful and ready.

(3) Through the morning, he led, guarded, guided and fed his 
flock.

(4) At the high-noon hour, he bedded the flock in a sheltered 
resting place that was near water.
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(5) Through the afternoon, he led the flock in ever-enlarging 
circles in search of the best grass and water.

(6) As the afternoon waned and the shadows lengthened, the 
shepherd turned the flock back toward the home fold.

3. From the simple life of a shepherd, God gave us one of our deepest 
comforts:  Touched and numbered at sunset.

4. Touched and numbered at sunrise:

(1) On a long-ago morning, God touched me with his rod and 
numbered me into the fields and pastures of my life.  (My 
birth)

(2) All through the lovely mornings, high noons and long 
afternoons of my life, God has led, guided, guarded and fed 
me.

(3) Now, as the afternoon wanes and the shadows lengthen, he 
turns me back toward the home fold.

5. Judgment; earth's versus heaven's:

(1) Our names may be unknown and unsung on earth, but they are 
written down in heaven.

(2) Our homes may be simple and plain on earth, but we have:  
"Houses not made with hands, eternal in heaven."  
(II Cor. 5:1)

(3) Our service may be dim in the eyes of this earth, but in the 
eyes of heaven we shine as stars of first magnitude.

(4) In the estimation of earth we may be accounted as costume 
jewelry, but in the eyes of heaven we are shining pearls and 
glittering diamonds.

(5) Our names shall be forgotten on earth, but they shall be 
remembered in heaven in the presence of God, Christ, angels and 
all of the redeemed of all ages.
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6. Touched and numbered at sunset:

(1) God has already touched and numbered my mother:  
1890 to 1973.

(2) God has already touched and numbered my father:  
1884 to 1981.

(3) God has already touched and numbered my brother:  
1915 to 1983.

(4) Some evening at sunset, God will touch me with his rod and 
number me into his home fold for all eternity.

7. But, until then my heart shall go on singing:  "Thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me."

Conclusion
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